CUSTOMS REQUIREMENT FOR SINGLE ENTITY FREE ZONE

1. Imports:

a. Consignment valued over US$5,000.00 requires the service of a licensed Customs Broker for the clearance using Customs Entry Form C78 and the relevant supporting documents.

b. Consignment valued over US$ 1,000.00 is permitted to be cleared by the importer using Customs Entry Form C78 and the relevant supporting documents.

c. Consignment valued at US$ 1,000.00 and under is cleared by the importer using Customs Entry Form C79 and the relevant supporting documents.

N.B.  Customs escorts are not needed for the above-mentioned clearances.  Goods are cleared expeditiously based on the efficiency of the customs Broker.  Requests for site examination is treated on a case by case basis.

2. Record Keeping

Emphasis is placed on the maintenance of proper record keeping that requires consultation with the relevant Unit of Jamaica Customs.  Proper record keep includes the maintenance of an inventory of goods received, quantities used, production and balance on hand.  For that reason, a resident Customs Officer is not posted at the premises that that will be designated a free zone area.

3. Exports

Exports are shipped from the point of departure (port/airport) using Customs Entry form C82 that is prepared by a licensed Custom Broker.

4. Other considerations

· In order for Jamaica Customs to achieve adequate control, the following systems and procedures are optional:

· All imports of goods into the free zone location must be notified to the appropriate units of Jamaica Customs prior to entry at the airports and seaports.

· Jamaica Customs reserves the right to conduct full or partial examination of all or any goods entering the free zone location.

· Jamaica Customs will conduct periodic audit investigations into the activities of the operator(s) of free zone locations to detect and prevent breaches of the Customs Act and Regulations.

· Jamaica Customs will submit audit reports and make recommendations concerning the integrity of the operator(s) conducting business activities in the free zone location.

· Where necessary and possible, Jamaica may assign Customs officers at the free zone location during specified time periods.
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CRITERIA TO BE USED TO ACCORD SINGLE ENTITY “STATUS” ZONES

1. The applicant must be engaged in an economic activity, which is permissible under the Jamaica Export Free Zones Act 1982.

2. The applicant must demonstrate that Free Zone status will represent the creation of a net inflow of new capital and jobs.

3. The applicant must locate within a predetermined industrial development zone with the necessary utilities and infrastructure and satisfy environmental concerns peculiar to the location.

4. The applicant must demonstrate the backward linkages with the domestic economy will result from:

· Sub Contracting

· Purchasing goods and services

· Community Involvement

5. The applicant must undertake to meet all additional Customs charges and must satisfy the Customs Department that proper measures are in place to safeguard against illicit imports and exports or any breach of the Customs Act.

6. Documentation required should include:

· Detailed business proposal, which should include details of a financial and marketing plan.

· Specific and detailed information on the proposed location floor space square footage, delineating the area to be assigned.

7. Applicants are processed by the Jamaica Free Zone Council and should be submitted to the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Industry and Investment, at 36 Trafalgar Road, Kingston 10.
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PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING FREE ZONE STATUS

1. Client submits written application to MICT/JAMPRO along with:

· Completed application form

· Supporting documents

· Marketing plan

· Financial reports of parent company (if applicable)

· Bank references

· Certificate of incorporation/letter of intent from attorney

· Surveyor’s technical description

· Copy of title

· Site plan

· Approval of lessor if premises are to be leased

2. JAMPRO reviews application and recommends it to the Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Technology (MICT) for submission to the Free Zone Council (FZC).

3. MICT contracts Jamaica Customs to inspect the premises and to advise the Ministry accordingly.

4. MICT submits the application to the FZC once the premises meet the requirements of Jamaica Customs.

5. FZC reviews the application and recommends to the Ministry the granting of free zone status to the applicant.

6. The Minister issues the order.

7. MICT writes to client to advise of the approval of free zone status with simultaneous notification to Jamaica Customs and JAMPRO.

8. MICT directs the Chief Parliamentary Counsel (CPC) to prepare the relevant Order.

9. CPC drafts the Order and submits it to MICT for review.

10. MICT returns approved draft to CPC.

11. CPC instructs that the Order be published in the Jamaica Gazette.
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